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1987 AJPW REAL WORLD'S STRONGEST TAG

TEAM LEAGUE
November 21 - December 11, 1987

By mid 1987, six months into his run with WWF as part of the Can-Am Connection, it was
clear to Tom that the money promised by Martel wasn't coming. Worse still, he had
discovered that Martel had negotiated their WWF contract to favor himself financially. Tom
responded by resigning from WWEF. He now found himself effectively cut out from wrestling
in the U.S. until all outstanding legal and contractual issues with WWF had been resolved.

Accordingly, he returned to All Japan for the 1987 Real World Tag Team League Tournament.
The tournament included, as well as Tom Zenk, the following US wrestlers - Stan Hansen,
Terry Gordy, Bruiser Brody, Colonel Debeers; Jimmy Snuka, Abdullah the Butcher, T.N.T
(Savo Vega), Dory Funk Jr, Terry Funk, Mark and Chris Youngblood and Marc Laurinaitis
(a.k.a ‘“Terminator’).

There were a total of 12 tag teams. Each team competed against 11 others, resulting in 66
matches held in 16 locations over 18 days.

According to Tom - “ I was teamed up with The Terminator. Our styles didn't really click,
though, since he works like Demolition and I like fast, high flying moves. He was also a bit
green but, I guess the promoter figured that I'm relatively new in the business also so it would
work. I had a great time. It's always nice working for a full house and every night the arenas
were packed” (Wrestling Fury, June 1988).

The comparison between 'The Terminator' and 'Demolition' was an accurate one. 'Demolition’
was a WWF rip-off of 'The Road Warriors', while The Terminator was Marc Laurinaitis,
brother of Road Warrior 'Animal' (Joe Laurinaitis).
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PRESIDENT

ALL JAPAN PRO-WRESTLING CO., LTD. &%

ALLJAPRWF:ESY_ TOKYO~

312, ROPPONGI 7-CHOME MINATO-KU
TOKYO, JAPAN

GENTLEMEN

The final series of the 1987 Real World Tag Team League is kicked
off on the 21st November at the Korakuen Hall, Tokyo

Matches are held in a total of 18 locations throughout Japan
and are finished on the 11th December in the Japan Budokan
Hall, Tokyo.

It has already been 15 years this year since the All Japan
Pro-Wrestling Co., Ltd. was founded, and the Tag Team League
caravan celebrates the 11th anniversary this time. 1In
commemoration of these anniversaries, 12 teams have joined
the League this year from in and out of Japan:

Stan Hansen & Terry Gordy; Bruiser Brody & Colonel

Debeers; Abudullah The Butcher & T-N-T;

Dory Funk Jr & Terry Funk; Mark & Chris Youngblood;

Tom Zenk & The Terminator; Jombo Tsuruta & Yoshiaki Yatsu;
Gen-ichiro Tenryu & Ashura Hara; Giant Baba & Hiroshi Wajima;
Tiger Mask & Shinichi Nakano; The Great Kabiki &

Big John Tenta; Rusher Kimura & Goro Tsurumi

The participation of a record 12 teams has made the number
of matches as many as 66, each team fighting the other 11
rivals.

Heated games are expected with each team aiming at the honor
and award of the grand prize.

Merry Chrimas and Happy New Year!
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REAL WORLD TAG TEAM LEAGUE

=N O V =
& 2 1 (SAT) KORAKUEN(l) =TV
BABA & WAJIMA VS BUTCHER & T.N.T.
TENRYU & HARA VS ZENK & TERMINATOR
HANSEN & GORDY VS MARK & CHRIS
DORY & TERRY VS KABUKI & TENTA

€ 2 2 (SUN) KORAKUEN(2) =TV
BABA & WAJIMA VS TENRYU & HARA
TSURUTA & YATU VS MARK & CHRIS
HANSEN & GORDY VS BRODY & SNUKA
BUTCHER & T.N.T. VS DORY & TERRY

& 2 3 (MON) MITO
TSURUTA & YATSU VS TIGER & NAKANO
DORY & TERRY VS KIMURA & TSURUMI

& 2 4 (TUE) HACHINOHE
BABA & WAJIMA VS TIGER & NAKANO
BUTCHER & T.N.T. VS KIMURA & TSURUMI
DORY & TERRY VS MARK & CHRIS

& 2 5 (WED) HAKODATE
TENRYU & HARA VS DORY & TERRY
BRODY & SNUKA VS ZENK & TERMINATOR
KABUKI & TENTA VS MARK & CHRIS
TIGER & NAKANO VS KIMURA & TSURUMI

¢ 2 6 (THU) SAPPORO=TV=
TSURUTA & YATSU VS HANSEN & GORDY
TENRYU & HARA VS BRODY & SNUKA
BUTCHER & T.N.T. VS KABUKI & TENTA
DORY & TERRY VS TIGER & NAKANO

¢ 2 7 (FRI) MURORAN
BABA & WAJIMA VS KABUKI & TENTA
BRODY & SNUKA VS KIMURA & TSURUMI
BUTCHER & T.N.T. VS MARK & CHRIS
TENRYU & HARA VS TIGER & NAKANO

& 2 8 (SAT) IWAMI ZAWA
BABA & WAJIMA VS KIMURA & TSURUMI
TSURUTA & YATSU VS ZENK & TERMINATOR
TENRYU & HARA VS KABUKI & TENTA

& 3 0 (MON) NIIGATA
BABA. & WAJIMA VS ZENK & TERMINATOR
HANSEN & GORDY VS TIGER & NAKANO
BRODY & SNUKA VS BUTCHER & T.N.T.
KIMURA & TSURUMI VS MARK & CHRIS



=D E C =
¢ 1 (TUE) KANAZAWA
BABA & WAJIMA VS MARK & CHRIS
TENRYU & HARA VS KIMURA & TSURUMI
HANSEN & GORDY VS KABUKI & TENTA
DORY & TERRY VS ZENK & TERMINATOR

& =2 (WED) OSAKA=TV-=
BABA & WAJIMA VS HANSEN & GORDY
TENRYU & HARA VS BUTCHER & T.N.T.
BRODY & SNUKA VS DORY & TERRY
TIGER & NAKANO VS MARK & CHRIS

& 3 (THU) KASHIWARA
BABA & WAJIMA VS DORY & TERRY
TSURUTA & YATSU VS KABUKI & TENTA
BRODY & SNUKA VS MARK & CHRIS
KIMURA & TSURUMI VS ZENK & TERMINATOR

¢ 4 (FRI) FUKUOKA=TV=
TSURUTA & YATSU VS TENRYU & HARA
HANSEN & GORDY VS DORY & TERRY
BRODY & SNUKA VS KABUKI & TENTA
TIGER & NAKANO VS ZENK & TERMINATOR

¢ S (SAT) NAGASAKI
TSURUTA & YATSU VS KIMURA & TSURUMI
TENRYU & HARA VS MARK & CHRIS
BUTCHER & T.N.T. VS HANSEN & GORDY

% 6 (SUN) BEPPU
BABA & WAJIMA VS TSURUTA & YATSU
BRODY & SNUKA VS TIGER & NAKANO
ZENK & TERMINATOR VS MARK & CHRIS

% 8 (TUE) MAEBASHI
SURUTA & YATSU VS DORY & TERRY
HANSEN & GORDY VS ZENK & TERMINATOR
BUTCHER& T.N.T. VS TIGER & NAKANO
KABUKI & TENTA VS KIMURA & TSURUMI

% 1 0 (THU) AIZU=TV=
BABA & WAJIMA VS BRODY & SNUKA
HANSEN & GORDY VS KINURA & TSURUNI
TIGER & NAKANO VS KABUKI & TENTA
BUTCHER & T.N.T. VS ZENK & TERMINATOR

% 1 1 (FRI) NIHON-BUDOKAN, TOKYO=TV=

BABA & WAJIMA VS BUTCHER & T.N.T.
TSURUTA & YATSU VS BRODY & SNUKA
TENRYU & HARA VS HANSEN & GORDY
KABUKI & TENTA VS ZENK & TERMINATOR
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(Above left to right) - Savio Vega/T.N.T., Terminator/ Marc Laurinaitis, Tom Zenk, Stan Hansen, Terry Gordy, Lord
Blears,Hiroshi Wajima and Giant Baba.
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(Above) 21 November, 1987 - Korakuen Hall, Tokyo - TV - Tom Zenk and Terminator vs Genichiro Tenryu and Ashura
Hara




MATCH RESULTS (11/21 - 12/11/1987)

November 21, 1987 Korakuen Hall, Tokyo (full house, 2,250) TV
Genichiro Tenryu and Ashura Hara def. Tom Zenk and Terminator when Tenryu pinned
Terminator with power-bomb at 8.39.

November 22, 1987 Korakuen Hall, Tokyo (full house, 2,250) TV
Tom Zenk and Terminator def. Toshiaki Kawada and Samson Fuyuki when Zenk pinned
Kawada with airplane spin powerslam at 10.10.

November 23, 1987 Mito (2,240)
Stan Hansen and Terry Gordy def. Tom Zenk and The Terminator with a lariat by Hansen on
Terminator at 8.52

November 24, 1987 Hachinohe (full house, 4,550)
Tom Zenk and Terminator def. Kawada and Fuyuki when Terminator pinned Fuyuki with
powerslam at 9.29.

November 25, 1987 Hakodate (full house, 3,800)
Bruiser Brody and Jimmy Snuka def. Tom Zenk and Terminator when Snuka super-splashed
Terminator at 11.25.

November 26, 1987 Nakijima, Sapporo (full house, 4,550) TV
Tom Zenk and Terminator def. Isao Takagi and Haruka Eigen when Zenk pinned Eigen with
an inside cradle at 8.26.

November 27, 1987 Muroran (2,300)
Jumbo Tsuruta and Yoshiaki Yatsu def. Tom Zenk and Terminator when Yatsu pinned
Terminator with powerslam at 11.03.

November 28, 1987  Iwamizawa (2,100)
Jumbo Tsuruta and Yoshiaki Yatsu def. Tom Zenk and Terminator with a backdrop suplex by
Tsuruta on Terminator at 9.59.

November 30, 1987  Niigata (full house, 3,100)
Giant Baba and Hiroshi Wajima def. Tom Zenk and Terminator when Waijima pinned
Terminator after a lariat at 8:24.
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December 01, 1987  Kanazawa (full house, 4,850)
Dory Funk Jr and Terry Funk def. Tom Zenk and Terminator with an inside cradle by Dory
Funk on Terminator at 12.31.

December 02, 1987 Osaka (full house, 5,700) TV
Jumbo Tsuruta and Yoshiaki Yatsu def. Tom Zenk and Terminator when Tsuruta pinned
Terminator after a backdrop suplex at 8.44.

December 03, 1987  Kashiwara (2,100)
Rusher Kimura and Goro Tsurumi def. Tom Zenk and Terminator with a bull-docking
headlock by Kimura on Terminator at 11.14.

December 04, 1987 Fukuoka (4,200) TV
Tiger Mask II (Misawa) and Shinichi Nakano def. Tom Zenk and Terminator when Tiger
pinned Terminator with a German suplex at 10.29.

December 05, 1987  Nagasaki (full house, 4,150) TV
Great Kabuki and John Tenta def. Tom Zenk and Terminator when Tenta pinned Terminator
with a flying body-press at 11:09.

December 06, 1987 Beppu (full house, 2,900)
Tom Zenk and The Terminator def. Youngbloods when Zenk pinned Mark Youngblood after
a lariat at 12.18.

December 08, 1987 Maebashi (full house, 4,100)
Stan Hansen and Terry Gordy def. Tom Zenk and The Terminator after a power-bomb by
Gordy on The Terminator at 8:58.

December 10, 1987  Aizu (2,600) TV
Abdullah the Butcher and TNT def. Tom Zenk and The Terminator when Butcher elbow-
dropped The Terminator at 6:20.

December 11, 1987 Nihon - Budokan Hall, Tokyo (full house, 13,200) TV
Great Kabuki and John Tenta def. Tom Zenk and The Terminator when Tenta elbow-dropped
The Terminator at 9:30.
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25 November 1987 - Hakodate - Tom Zenk and Terminator vs Bruiser Brody and Jimmy Snuka
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28 November, 1987 - Iwamizawa - Tom Zenk and Terminator vs. Jumbo Tsuruta and Yoshiaki Yatsu
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30 November, 1987 - Niigata - Tom Zenk and Terminator vs. Giant Baba and Hiroshi Wajima
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1 December, 1987 - Kanazawa - Tom Zenk and Terminator vs Terry and Dory Funk
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Traveling by ferry to the northern island of Hokkaido for four tour dates.
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1 December, 1987 - Kanazawa - Tom Zenk and Terminator vs. Dory Funk Jr and Terry Funk
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3 December, 1987 - Kashiwara - Tom Zenk and Terminator vs. Rusher Kimura and Goro Tsurumi
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4 December, 1987 - Fukuoka - TV - Tom Zenk and Terminator vs. Tiger Mask Il (Misawa) and Shinichi Nakano
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Fukuoka -

4 December, 1987 -
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TV - Tom Zenk and Terminator vs. Tiger Mask Il (Misawa) and Shinichi Nakano
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(Below and next page) - 6 December, 1987 - Beppu - Tom Zenk and Terminator vs. Youngbloods
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6 December, 1987 - Beppu - Tom Zenk and The Terminator vs Youngbloods
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Pro Wrestling Torch Yearbook, 1988

JOURNEY TO JAPAN

Y'Y

JOURNEY_TO_JAPAN WITH TOM ZENK by Ray Whebbe

Tom Zenk has wrestled around the world and then some. He
wrestled before 93,000 at Wrestlemania III and has strugqgled
before 93 in small independents. He's also toured with the
AWA, Mid-South, Portland, Montreal International. WWF, PWA,
and most 1ndependents in the free world. Yet the group Zenk
most en)oys working for is Tokyo's All-Japan group. in this
special Torch feature we'll see why...

-RAY WHEBBE

WHEBBE: iow many times have you been to Japan?

2ENK: I've worked for All-Japan three times now. eacn being a
three week tour.

VHEBBE: How did you get involved with All-Japan?

2ENK: Two things. I always tried hard and they iiked that,
but Rick Martel rzally got me to go with him.

WHEBBE: The Can-Ams first appeared for All-Japan in the 1986
Real World Cup Tag Tournament, correct?

2ENK: That's right. Rick and I teamed some before in
Montreal and really talked about 1t for a long time. In
Japan we realized how truly good we couid work together as a
team. The Japanese pookers and fans realized that and
appreciated it right away. Usually, we had a good look and
the Japanese like that too, but they also liked our work.
Baba made us a helluva offer then to tour with All-Japan
reqularly and I've regretted not doing 1t from that day on.
Fortunately though, I've kept good relations with All-Japan
and will still go there three times a year. 3ut Rick and I
did well together and could have done even better. I regret
not keeping the team together for Japan and the independents.

VHEBBE: Many baseball players and even some wrestlers find
athletics in Japan to be too stressful, yet you seem to love
it

2ENK: I do! Wrestling in Japan is fabulous. I wish I could
be there all the time. Some guys go through culture shock
but I find it compelling and challenging.

for one, the fans make it enjoyable. They respect you
for your hard work in the ring and respect the hard work
going into ouilding a good bedy.

The country ig deautiful and easy to appreciate.
differences in styies, cars, buildings, architecture, an
appearances 1s stimulating. I truly love Japan and the
Japanese culture. Their culture respects hard work, the
people all work hard, and they love good. competitive
wrestling.

WHEBBE: What do you do to gear up for these tours?

2ENK: As much as they are fun, they can be hard. Competing
seven days a week at the hardest level of your life for three
weeks can really be hard in your body. So can the long plane
trips.

About three months before each trip I pick up on the
cardiovascular exercises. The All-Japan workrate 1s superior
to that in the US and to compete I have to be in top shape.

About two months before, I hit the weights like I'm
possessed. I also hit the buffets harder and eat a lot.

Well proporticned size impresses the Japanese.

*They're also very honorable people. A handshake there is
better than a contract from most US promoters. The Ali-Japan
people are just great businessmen.

WHEBBE: The press, too, is favorable to wrestling. Zven the
daily papers cover the sport...

2ENK: That's right, Ray. And they cover it inteiligently.
They pusn people to be competitive and never talk about bogus
stuff like Russians training in dungeons. The press covers
wrestling like our papers cover baseball or footdball. and
they even pay you to do interviews. .: Thank goodness
The Torch isn’'t based out of Japan!)

WHEBBE: Unlike the situation in the US where wrestlers
practically have to beg for publicity...

2ENK: Everything that's successful about Japanese wrestling
soints to the fact that they are great businessmen. Thzy
treat wrestlers iike athletes and are rewarded with great
natches.

VHEBBE: I understand that many Japanese fans look at
wrestlers in awe. Is this true?

2ENK: Sure is. The people are impressed by size and oiten
just like to look and sometimes touch. 3ut they always do it
in a respectful way.

WHEBBE: Yet they also like to 2¢ scared?

ZENK: True. They iike to be scarec 1o a point. Xe with
Brody or Abduliah. They like to be chased out of their
seats.

RICK MARTEL
VERSUS
DEMOLITION AXE

WHEBBB: In your three tours to Japan, Tom, you've had the
privilege of touring with four legend grapplers-Bruiser
Brody, Stan Hansen, Abdullah the Butcher, and Jimmy Snuka.
Did you enjoy that?

2ENK: You bet. I learned a lot from these men and they were
all very gracious and helpful. I :icamed some with Sauka on
my last tour and was very iapressed. #e's a phenomenal
athlete. You know, Ray, he couid have been bigger than the
Hulk but was held down. But he's a decent guy and a proud
father. He loves his kid.

WHEBBE: Tell us about the Brody Memorial card...

2ENK: It was great and eerie 3t the same time. I mean, :t
was weird with an arena packed paying homage to a wrestler's
casket. The crowd was so into it vou could feel Brody's
spirit. It truly touched me. It was also beautiful to see
all the fans bring him roses and gifts. And a lot of money
was raised for his family. 3rody was a true hero and the
Japanese loved him. It's a shame all the American promoters
would say is he was trouble. ¥ea, trouble cause he wanted to
qet paid?

The American promoters don’t understand fair play and
treating people right, yet All-Japan would have 1t no other
way. Everything from the hotel room to travei arrangements
are first class.




TOM ZENK ARMBARS MR. DESTRUCTION
ON AN INDEPENDENT PWA CARD

WHEBBE: Do you ever feel stranded over th . I mean 1t's
not like John Paul and Ricky Rice who halfway to Wisconsin
Juit the AWA and returned to Edina.

2ENK: That's right. There's nc¢ going homs And som
wrestlers don't like it Let's face it, Ray, some g ¢
like to work hard and All-Japan demands hard work. but they
are fair and decent. It's like working for a great
corporation. They want you to be happy. play falr, offer the
best conditions, and pay the best monsy They also of
top competition. In return I give All-Japan my best every
time out and train like a maniac before going there. And I
have to. The wrestlers there are real athletes.

ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER OFTEN TOURS JAPAN

WHEBBE: And you like the competition?

ZENK: Definitely. 1It's like the World Series or Superbowl.
I get pumped and stay pumped up. It's challenging. They
make a move and you have to counter or vise versa. The
competition is great and I'm adapting well. On my last tour
I wasn't pinned once. The Japanese style is my personal
favorite.

WHEBBE: Does that eliminate vou from working for a major US
group?

ZENK: No. Not really. It's a matter of timing and money.
I'm a businessman first and foremost, but I hope I'm always
able to return to Japan.

WHEBBE: Judging from your tapes, I don't think you'll have to
worry

ZENK: Thanks Ray. I sure hope you're right. *x’
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