
	85	

1987



	86	



	87	

1987	 AJPW	 REAL	 WORLD'S	 STRONGEST	 TAG

TEAM	LEAGUE	

November	21	-	December	11,	1987	

By	mid	1987,	six	months	into	his	run	with	WWF	as	part	of	the	Can-Am	Connection,	it	was

clear	 to	 Tom	 that	 the	 money	 promised	 by	 Martel	 wasn't	 coming.	 Worse	 still,	 he	 had

discovered	that	Martel	had	negotiated	their	WWF	contract	to	favor	himself	financially.		Tom

responded	by	resigning	from	WWF.	He	now	found	himself	effectively	cut	out	from	wrestling

in	the	U.S.	until	all	outstanding	legal	and	contractual	issues	with	WWF	had	been	resolved.	

Accordingly,	he	returned	to	All	Japan	for	the	1987	Real	World	Tag	Team	League	Tournament.

The	 tournament	 included,	as	well	as	Tom	Zenk,	 the	 following	US	wrestlers	 -	Stan	Hansen,

Terry	Gordy,	Bruiser	Brody,	Colonel	Debeers;	 Jimmy	Snuka,	Abdullah	 the	Butcher,	T.N.T

(Savo	Vega),	Dory	Funk	Jr,	Terry	Funk,	Mark	and	Chris	Youngblood	and	Marc	Laurinaitis

(a.k.a	‘Terminator’).	

There	were	a	 total	of	12	 tag	 teams.	Each	 team	competed	against	11	others,	 resulting	 in	66

matches	held	in	16	locations	over	18	days.	

		

According	 to	Tom	 -	“	 I	was	 teamed	up	with	The	Terminator.	Our	 styles	didn't	 really	 click,

though,	since	he	works	like	Demolition	and	I	like	fast,	high	flying	moves.	He	was	also	a	bit

green	but,	I	guess	the	promoter	figured	that	I'm	relatively	new	in	the	business	also	so	it	would

work.	I	had	a	great	time.	It's	always	nice	working	for	a	full	house	and	every	night	the	arenas

were	packed”	(Wrestling	Fury,	June	1988).

The	comparison	between	'The	Terminator'	and	'Demolition'	was	an	accurate	one.	'Demolition'

was	 a	WWF	 rip-off	 of	 'The	 Road	Warriors',	 while	 The	 Terminator	 was	Marc	 Laurinaitis,

brother	of	Road	Warrior	'Animal'	(Joe	Laurinaitis).
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	94	(Above	left	to	right)	-	Savio	Vega/T.N.T.,	Terminator/	Marc	Laurinaitis,	Tom	Zenk,	Stan	Hansen,	Terry	Gordy,	Lord

Blears,Hiroshi	Wajima	and	Giant	Baba.
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	96	(Above)	21	November,	1987	-	Korakuen	Hall,	Tokyo	-	TV	-	Tom	Zenk	and	Terminator	vs	Genichiro	Tenryu	and	Ashura

Hara	
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MATCH	RESULTS	(11/21	-	12/11/1987)	

		

November	21,	1987	 Korakuen	Hall,	Tokyo		(full	house,	2,250)	TV

Genichiro	 Tenryu	 and	 Ashura	 Hara	 def.	 Tom	 Zenk	 and	 Terminator	 when	 Tenryu	 pinned

Terminator	with	power-bomb	at	8.39.

		

November	22,	1987							Korakuen	Hall,	Tokyo	(full	house,	2,250)	TV			

Tom	 Zenk	 and	 Terminator	 def.	 Toshiaki	 Kawada	 and	 Samson	 Fuyuki	 when	 Zenk	 pinned

Kawada	with	airplane	spin	powerslam	at	10.10.

November	23,	1987	 Mito	(2,240)

Stan	Hansen	and	Terry	Gordy	def.	Tom	Zenk	and	The	Terminator	with	a	lariat	by	Hansen	on

Terminator	at	8.52

		

November	24,	1987							Hachinohe		(full	house,	4,550)						

Tom	Zenk	 and	Terminator	 def.	 Kawada	 and	 Fuyuki	 when	Terminator	 pinned	 Fuyuki	 with

powerslam	at	9.29.

		

November	25,	1987							Hakodate			(full	house,	3,800)							

Bruiser	Brody	and	Jimmy	Snuka	def.	Tom	Zenk	and	Terminator	when	Snuka	super-splashed

Terminator	at	11.25.	

		

November	26,	1987								Nakijima,	Sapporo	(full	house,	4,550)	TV

Tom	Zenk	and	Terminator	def.	Isao	Takagi	and	Haruka	Eigen	when	Zenk	pinned	Eigen	with

an	inside	cradle	at	8.26.	

		

November	27,	1987								Muroran			(2,300)							

Jumbo	 Tsuruta	 and	 Yoshiaki	 Yatsu	 def.	 Tom	 Zenk	 and	 Terminator	 when	 Yatsu	 pinned

Terminator	with	powerslam	at	11.03.

		

November	28,	1987							Iwamizawa		(2,100)						

Jumbo	Tsuruta	and	Yoshiaki	Yatsu	def.	Tom	Zenk	and	Terminator	with	a	backdrop	suplex	by

Tsuruta	on	Terminator	at	9.59.

		

November	30,	1987							Niigata				(full	house,	3,100)									

Giant	 Baba	 and	 Hiroshi	 Wajima	 def.	 Tom	 Zenk	 and	 Terminator	 when	 Waijima	 pinned

Terminator	after	a	lariat	at	8:24.
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December	01,	1987							Kanazawa		(full	house,	4,850)								

Dory	Funk	Jr	and	Terry	Funk	def.	Tom	Zenk	and	Terminator	with	an	inside	cradle	by	Dory

Funk	on	Terminator	at	12.31.

		

December	02,	1987							Osaka		(full	house,	5,700)	TV						

Jumbo	 Tsuruta	 and	 Yoshiaki	 Yatsu	 def.	 Tom	 Zenk	 and	 Terminator	 when	 Tsuruta	 pinned

Terminator	after	a	backdrop	suplex	at	8.44.

		

December	03,	1987							Kashiwara	(2,100)	

Rusher	 Kimura	 and	 Goro	 Tsurumi	 def.	 Tom	 Zenk	 and	 Terminator	 with	 a	 bull-docking

headlock	by	Kimura	on	Terminator	at	11.14.												

		

December	04,	1987								Fukuoka		(4,200)	TV				

Tiger	Mask	 II	 	 (Misawa)	 and	Shinichi	Nakano	 def.	Tom	Zenk	 and	Terminator	when	Tiger

pinned	Terminator	with	a	German	suplex	at	10.29.

		

December	05,	1987							Nagasaki	(full	house,	4,150)		TV

Great	Kabuki	and	John	Tenta	def.	Tom	Zenk	and	Terminator	when	Tenta	pinned	Terminator

with	a	flying	body-press	at	11:09.

		

December	06,	1987								Beppu		(full	house,	2,900)										

Tom	Zenk	and	The	Terminator	def.	Youngbloods	when	Zenk	pinned	Mark	Youngblood		after

a	lariat	at	12.18.

		

December	08,	1987					 Maebashi		(full	house,	4,100)									

Stan	Hansen	 and	Terry	Gordy	 def.	Tom	Zenk	 and	The	Terminator	 after	 a	 power-bomb	 by

Gordy	on	The	Terminator	at	8:58.

		

December	10,	1987							Aizu		(2,600)	TV				

Abdullah	 the	 Butcher	 and	TNT	 def.	 Tom	Zenk	 and	The	Terminator	when	Butcher	 elbow-

dropped	The	Terminator	at	6:20.	

		

December	11,	1987							Nihon	-	Budokan	Hall,	Tokyo		(full	house,	13,200)		TV							

Great	Kabuki	and	John	Tenta	def.	Tom	Zenk	and	The	Terminator	when	Tenta	elbow-dropped

The	Terminator	at	9:30.



	99	25	November	1987	-	Hakodate	-		Tom	Zenk	and	Terminator	vs	Bruiser	Brody	and	Jimmy	Snuka
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	101	28	November,	1987	-		Iwamizawa	-		Tom	Zenk	and	Terminator	vs.		Jumbo	Tsuruta	and	Yoshiaki	Yatsu		
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	103	30	November,	1987	-		Niigata	-	Tom	Zenk	and	Terminator	vs.	Giant	Baba	and	Hiroshi	Wajima



	104	1	December,	1987	-	Kanazawa	-	Tom	Zenk	and	Terminator	vs	Terry	and	Dory	Funk



	105	Traveling	by	ferry	to	the	northern	island	of	Hokkaido	for	four	tour	dates.



	106	1	December,	1987	-	Kanazawa	-	Tom	Zenk	and	Terminator	vs.	Dory	Funk	Jr	and	Terry	Funk		



	107	3	December,	1987	-		Kashiwara	-	Tom	Zenk	and	Terminator	vs.	Rusher	Kimura	and	Goro	Tsurumi



	108	4	December,	1987	-		Fukuoka	-	TV	-	Tom	Zenk	and	Terminator	vs.	Tiger	Mask	II		(Misawa)	and	Shinichi	Nakano	



	109	4	December,	1987	-		Fukuoka	-	TV	-	Tom	Zenk	and	Terminator	vs.	Tiger	Mask	II		(Misawa)	and	Shinichi	Nakano	



	110	 5	December,	1987		-		Nagasaki	-	TV			Tom	Zenk	and	Terminator	vs	Great	Kabuki	and	John	Tenta



	111	(Below	and	next	page)	-	6	December,	1987	-	Beppu	-	Tom	Zenk	and	Terminator	vs.	Youngbloods	
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6	December,	1987	-	Beppu	-	Tom	Zenk	and	The	Terminator	vs	Youngbloods	



	113	10	December,	1987		-	Aizu	-	TV	-	Tom	Zenk	and	Terminator	vs.	Abdullah	the	Butcher	and	TNT	
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	116	Pro	Wrestling	Torch	Yearbook,	1988
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