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1988	AJPW	SUMMER	ACTION	SERIES		II

August	20	-	September	9,	1988	

Tom	Zenk	came	back	to	Japan	for	a	new	tour	of	AJPW	commencing	20	August,	1988.	

The	Wrestling	Observer	 	 (5	 September,	 1988)	 reported	 "Zenk	 ...is	 far	 larger	 and	more

muscular	 than	when	he	was	on	tour	here	during	the	tag	tournament...	Ace	and	Zenk	are

being	groomed	for	the	tag	tourney	this	year.	Zenk's	dropkicks	are	still	among	the	best".	

The	series	began	with	a	TV	opener	which	saw	Tom	and	Johnny	Ace	defeat	Yoshiaki	Yatsu

and	Takashi	Ishikawa.	Johnny	Ace's	signature	move	-	"The	Ace	Crusher"		-	got	an	early

outing.		"The	finish	saw	Ishikawa	get	behind	Ace	for	the	German	Suplex	but	Ace	grabbed

him	like	a	snap-mare	but	instead	fell	straight	down	-	like	a	neckbreaker	forward	and	got

the	pin."	

		

According	to	Ace	(Laurinaitis)	"Kendall	Windham	first	showed	me	the	move,	and	it	was	a

variation	 of	 the	 neck-breaker.	 I	 used	 it	 in	 my	 first	 match	 in	 Japan	 after	 Tom	 Zenk

suggested	 I	 establish	 a	 finish	 for	 the	 Japanese	 fans	 ....The	 Japanese	 crowd	went	 crazy

because	they'd	never	seen	the	move	before."	

		

The	 tour	 included,	 on	August	 29,	 1988	 in	 Tokyo,	 Tom	 Zenk	 and	 Jerry	 Oates	 against

Hiroshi	Wajima	and	Takashi	Ishikawa	in	the	Bruiser	Brody	Memorial	Show,	marking	the

recent	death	of	the	big	man	in	Puerto	Rico.
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MATCH	RESULTS	08/20	-	09/09/88	

		

August	20,	1988												Korakuen	Hall,Tokyo		(full	house,	2,200)	TV						

Tom	Zenk	 and	 Johnny	Ace	 def.	Yoskiaki	Yatsu	 and	Takashi	 Ishikawa	when	Ace	 pinned

Ishikawa	after	an	Ace	crusher	at	7:49.

		

August	21,	1988												Kitamoto,	Saitama				(full	house,	2,100)						

Tom	Zenk	and	Johnny	Ace	def.	Great	Kabuki	and	Akio	Sato	when	Ace	pinned	Sato	after	an

Ace	crusher	at	9.00.		

August	22,	1988												Tatomi,	Yamanashi		(full	house,	6,400)	

Tom	Zenk	and	Johnny	Ace	double	count	out	draw	with	Great	Kabuki	and	Takashi	Ishikawa

at	12:10.	

August	25,	1988												Yoshikawa,	Saitama		(full	house,	2,100)	TV								

Tom	Zenk	and	The	V	def.	Great	Kabuki	and	Masanobu	Fuchi	when	Zenk	pinned	Fuchi	at

10:25	after	a	flying	cross	body	block.	

		

August	27,	1988												Hiratuka,	Kanagawa		(2,350)				

Tom	Zenk	and	Johnny	Ace	double	count	out	draw	with	Great	Kabuki	and	Takashi	Ishikawa

at	8:11.

		

August	29,	1988	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	Nihon	Budokan	Hall,	Tokyo	(full	house,	14,200)	 	TV	 	Bruiser

Brody	Memorial	Night	 	 	 	 	 -	 	 	Hiroshi	Wajima	 and	Takashi	 Ishikawa	def.	Tom	Zenk	 and

Jerry	Oates	when	Wajima	pinned	Oates	after	a	lariat	at	15.36.	

		

August	30,	1988												Osaka		(3,000)	TV							

Stan	Hansen	and	Tom	Zenk	no	contest	Abdullah	the	Butcher	and	Jimmy	Snuka	at	7:54.	

		

August	31,	1988												Tsuruga,	Fukui	(1,850)

Tom	Zenk	def.	Kenta	Kobashi	with	a	diving	body	press	at	6.40.	

		

September	01,	1988							Kurayoshi,	Tottori	(3,300)

Tom	Zenk	and	Johnny	Ace	double	count	out	with	Tiger	Mask	 II	 and	Shinichi	Nakano	at

9:35.	

		

September	03,	1988							Ohmi-hachiman,	Shiga	(2,700)

Tom	Zenk	and	Johnny	Ace	def.	Shunji	Takano	and	Isao	Takagi	with	a	diving	press	by	Ace

on	Takagi	at	12.09.



	134	
September	04,	1988							Kanazu,	Fukui	(full	house,	2,450)

Giant	Baba	and	Yoshiaki	Yatsu	 and	Akio	Sato	def.	Tom	Zenk	and	 Johnny	Ace	 and	 Jerry

Oates	when	Oates	submitted	to	Yatsu's	prison	deathlock	at	11.34.

		

September	05,	1988							Asahi,	Toyama	(3,500)

Tom	Zenk	and	Johnny	Ace	double	count	out	with	Shunji	Takano	and	Shinichi	Nakano	at

11:32.	

		

September	06,	1988							Takaoka,	Toyama	(2,200)

Tom	Zenk	and	Johnny	Ace	def.	Shunji	Takano	and	Akira	Taue	with	a	diving	body	press	by

Ace	on	Taue	at	10.39.	

		

September	07,	1988							Tsubame,	Niigata		(full	house,	2,250)								

Tom	Zenk	and	Johnny	Ace	double	count	out	with	Takashi	Ishikawa	and	Masanobu	Fuchi	at

22:34.	

		

September	09,	1988							Chiba		(full	house,	2,750)	TV						

Tom	Zenk	 and	 Jimmy	Snuka	 def.	 Isao	Takagi	 and	Akira	Taue	when	 Snuka	 pinned	Taue

with	a	superfly	splash	at	11.19.
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	136	20	August,	1988	-		Korakuen	Tokyo	-	TV		-	Tom	Zenk	and	Johnny	Ace	vs.	Yoskiaki	Yatsu	and	Takashi

Ishikawa	



	137	20	August,	1988		-	Korakuen	Tokyo	-	TV		-	Tom	Zenk	and	Johnny	Ace	vs.	Yoskiaki	Yatsu	and	Takashi	Ishikawa	



	138	20	August,	1988		-	Korakuen	Tokyo	-	TV

Tom	Zenk	and	Johnny	Ace	vs.	Yoskiaki

Yatsu	and	Takashi	Ishikawa	
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	140	21	August,	1988	-	Kitamoto,	Saitama				

Tom	Zenk	and	Johnny	Ace	vs.	Great	Kabuki	and	Akio	Sato



	141	21	August,	1988	-	Kitamoto,	Saitama				

Tom	Zenk	and	Johnny	Ace	vs.	Great	Kabuki	and	Akio	Sato



	142	21	August,	1988	-	Kitamoto,	Saitama				

Tom	Zenk	and	Johnny	Ace	vs.	Great

Kabuki	and	Akio	Sato



	143	22	August,	1988	-	Tatomi,	Yamanashi	

Tom	Zenk	and	Johnny	Ace	vs.	Great	Kabuki	and

Takashi	Ishikawa



	144	22	August,	1988	-	Tatomi,	Yamanashi	

Tom	Zenk	and	Johnny	Ace	vs.	Great	Kabuki	and	Takashi	Ishikawa



	145	22	August,	1988	-	Tatomi,	Yamanashi	

Tom	Zenk	and	Johnny	Ace	vs.	Great	Kabuki	and	Takashi	Ishikawa



	146	22	August,	1988	-		Tatomi,

Yamanashi	

Tom	Zenk	and	Johnny	Ace	vs.	Great

Kabuki	and	Takashi	Ishikawa



	147	22	August,	1988	-		Tatomi,

Yamanashi	

Tom	Zenk	and	Johnny	Ace	vs.	Great

Kabuki	and	Takashi	Ishikawa



	148	Bruiser	Brody	Memorial	Show

29	August,	1988	in	Tokyo,	Japan

Budokan	Hall	drawing	16,000	($700,000)	

The	Bruiser	Brody	Memorial	Show	was	a	professional	wrestling	super-card	held	by	Giant	Baba	and	All	Japan	Pro

Wrestling	as	a	tribute	to	wrestler	Bruiser	Brody	(Frank	Goodish)	at	Budokan	Hall	in	Tokyo,	Japan	on	29	August,

1988.	The	memorial	followed	Brody's	murder	in	a	locker-room	in	Puerto	Rico	on	17	July,	1988.	Brody's	widow

Barbara	Goodish	and	son	attended.	

	

"The	Memorial	was	was	great	and	eerie	at	the	same	time.		I	mean,	it	was	weird	with	a	packed	arena	paying	homage

to	a	wrestler's	casket.	The	crowd	was	so	into	it	you	could	feel	Brody's	spirit.	It	truly	touched	me.	It	was	also

beautiful	to	see	all	the	fans	bring	him	roses	and	gifts.	And	a	lot	of	money	was	raised	for	his	family.	Brody	was	a	true

hero	and	the	Japanese	loved	him.	It's	a	shame	all	the	American	promoters	would	say	is	he	was	trouble.	Yeah,	trouble

cause	he	wanted	to	get	paid?"
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	151	29	August,	1988	-	Bruiser	Brody	Memorial	Show	-	Budokan,	Tokyo	-	Tom	Zenk	and	Jerry	Oates	vs.	Hiroshi	Wajima

and	Takashi	Ishikawa	



	152	29	August,	1988,	-	Budokan,	Tokyo	-	Tom

Zenk	and	Jerry	Oates	vs.Hiroshi	Wajima

and	Takashi	Ishikawa	
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	154	30	August,	1988		-	Osaka	-	TV	-	Stan	Hansen	and	Tom	Zenk	vs.	Abdullah	the	Butcher	and	Jimmy	Snuka
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	156	9	September,	1988		-	Chiba	-	TV			Tom	Zenk	and	Jimmy	Snuka	vs.	Isao	Takagi	and	Akira	Taue	



	157	9	September,	1988		-	Chiba	-	TV			Tom	Zenk	and	Jimmy	Snuka	vs.	Isao	Takagi	and	Akira	Taue	



	158	9	September,	1988		-	Chiba	-	TV			Tom	Zenk	and	Jimmy	Snuka	vs.	Isao	Takagi	and	Akira	Taue	



	159	9	September,	1988		-	Chiba	-	TV			Tom	Zenk	and	Jimmy	Snuka	vs.	Isao	Takagi	and	Akira	Taue	
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