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1989	AJPW	SPRING	CHAMPION	CARNIVAL

March	25	-	April	20,	1989

US	wrestlers	 on	 the	Spring	1989	 tour	 included	 -	 in	 addition	 to	Tom	Zenk	 -	Dan	Kroffat

(Phil	 LaFon),	Doug	 Furnas,	Dustin	Rhodes	 (billed	 as	 'Dusty	Rhodes	 Jr.,')	 	 Stan	Hansen,

Terry	Gordy,	Pete	Roberts,	Joel	Deaton	and	Abdullah	the	Butcher.	

		

In	the	opening	match	of	the	tournament,	3/25/89	in	Kumagaya,	Genichiro	Tenryu,	Toshiaki

Kawada	 and	 Samson	 Fuyuki	 defeated	 Tom	 Zenk,	 Dan	 Kroffat	 (Phil	 LaFon)	 and	 Doug

Furnas	in	14:00	when	Tenryu	pinned	Kroffat	with	the	powerbomb.	

		

A	highlight	of	the	Spring	'89	tour	was	an	All	Japan	All-Asian	Tag	Team	Championship	title

match	 in	 which	 Tom	 and	 Dan	 Kroffat	 were	 narrowly	 defeated	 by	 champions	 Toshiaki

Kawada	and	Samson	Fuyuki	(when	Kawada	pinned	Kroffat	with	a	rolling	crucifix	cradle	in

13:17).
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MATCH	RESULTS	3/25	-	4/20,	1989

		

March	25,	1989													Kumagaya,	Saitama	(2,250)	TV	

Genichiro	Tenryu,	Toshiaki	Kawada	and	Samson	Fuyuki	def.	Tom	Zenk,	Dan	Kroffat	 (Phil

LaFon)	and	Doug	Furnas	when	Tenryu	pinned	Kroffat	with	the	powerbomb	at	14.00.

		

March	27,	1989 Korakuen	Hall,	Tokyo		(full	house,	2,150)	

Tom	Zenk	and	'Dusty	Rhodes,	Jr.,'	(Dustin	Rhodes)	battled	John	Tenta	and	The	Great	Kabuki

to	a	double	countout	at	8:33.	

		

21	Man	Heavyweight	Battle	Royal	–	Doug	Furnas	def.	 Isao	Takagi	with	an	 insde	cradle	at

6.54.	Order	of	elimination	–	Motoshi	Okuma,	Pete	Roberts,	Shinichi	Nakano,	Goro	Tsurumi,

Akiras	 Taue,	 Tom	 Zenk,	 Haruka	 Eigen,	 Tsuyoshi	 Kikuchi,	 Joel	 Deaton,	 Samson	 Fuyuki,

Kenta	Kobashi,	Isamu	Teranishi,	Toshiaki	Kawada,	Masanobu	Fuchi,	Mighty	Inoue,	Mitsuo

Momota,	Dusty	Rhodes,	Jr.,	Shunji	Takano,	Dan	Kroffat	and	Isao	Takagi.			

		

March	28,	1989	 Iwatsuki,	Saitama		(2,150)								

Tom	Zenk	def.	Mighty	Inoue	with	a	dropkick	at	10.58.	

		

March	29,	1989													Korakuen	Hall,	Tokyo		(full	house,	2,350)		TV							

Tom	Zenk,	Dan	Kroffat	and	Doug	Furnas	def.	Shinichi	Nakano,	Akira	Taue	and	Isao	Takagi

with	a	missile	dropkick	by	Zenk	to	Taue	at	11.46.	

		

March	30,	1989													Koriyama,	Fukushima		(1,900)

Tom	Zenk	and	Dan	Kroffat	def.	Shinichi	Nakano	and	Akira	Taue	with	a	diving	bodyslam	by

Kroffat	on	Taue	at	15.55	.

		

March	31,	1989												Sanjo,	Niigata		(full	house,	2,150)		

Tom	Zenk	and	'Dusty	Rhodes,	Jr.,'		battled	John	Tenta	and	Shunji	Takano		to	a	double	count-

out	at	17:09.	

		

April	1,	1989																Toyama,	Toyama		(2,900)

Tom	Zenk	and	Doug	Furnas	def.	Masanobu	Fuchi	and	Kenta	Kobashi	with	a	diving	bodyslam

by	Zenk	on	Kobashi	at	13.37.

		

April	2,	1989															Hakui,	Ishikawa		(full	house,	2,850)								

Tom	Zenk	and	Doug	Furnas	def.	Shinichi	Nakano	and	Kenta	Kobashi	when	Furnas	pinned

Kobashi	with	a	Samoan	Backdrop	at	11.46.
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April	4,	1989																	Yokohama,	Kanagawa	(full	house,	4,250)		TV	

The	 Great	 Kabuki	 and	Masanobu	 Fuchi	 def.	 Tom	 Zenk	 and	 Pete	 Roberts	 when	 Kabuki

pinned	Roberts	after	a	vertical	bodyblock	off	the	top	rope	at	11.29.

		

April	5,	1989																Matsusaka,	Mie		(1,850)

Masanobu	Fuchi	battled	Tom	Zenk	to	a	double	count-out	at	17.10.

		

April	6,	1989																Tokuyama,	Yamaguchi	(1,600)

Tom	Zenk	def.	Yoshinari	Ogawa	with	a	diving	body	press	at	6.51.	

		

April	7,	1989																Kumamoto	Kumamotu		(2,750)

Tom	 Zenk	 and	 'Dusty	 Rhodes,	 Jr.,'	 def.	 Shunji	 Takano	 and	 Isamu	 Teranishi	 when	 Zenk

pinned	Teranishi	with	a	diving	body	press	at	10.18.	

		

April	8,	1989																Ebino,	Miyazaki	(1,350)

Tom	Zenk	def.	Mighty	Inoue	with	a	diving	body	press	at	11.16.			

		

April	9,	1989																Nichinan,	Miyazaki		(1,650)					

Yoshiaki	Yatsu	def.	Tom	Zenk	when	Zenk	submitted	to	the	Prison	Deathlock	at	10.42.	

		

April	10,	1989															Beppu,	Oita		(full	house,	1,600)				

The	Great	Kabuki	and	John	Tenta	def.	Tom	Zenk	and	Doug	Furnas	when	Kabuki	pinned

Furnas	with	an	inside	cradle	at	11.40.	

		

April	11,	1989															Onomichi,	Hiroshima		(1,450)

Giant	Baba,	Rusher	Kimura	and	Great	Kabuki	def.	Harley	Race,	Tom	Zenk	and	Joel	Deaton

with	a	lariat	by	Kimura	on	Deaton	at	12.02.

		

April	12,	1989															Marugame,	Kagawa		(1,650)	TV

Yoshiaki	 Yatsu	 and	 John	 Tenta	 over	 Tom	 Zenk	 and	 'Dusty	 Rhodes,	 Jr.,'	 when	 Zenk

submitted	to	Yatsu’s	Prison	Deathlock	at	13.35.	

		

April	13,	1989															Kochi,	Kochi	(1,700)

Tom	Zenk	def.	Mighty	Inoue	with	a	diving	body	press	at	10.48.			

		

April	16,	1989															Korakuen	Hall,	Tokyo	(full	house,	2,400)		TV	

Tom	Zenk	def.	Isao	Takagi	with	a	flying	body	press	at	6.54.
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	187	25	March,	1989	-	Kumagaya,	Saitama	-	TV	-	Tom	Zenk,

Dan	Kroffat	and	Doug	Furnas	vs.Genichiro	Tenryu,

Toshiaki	Kawada	and	Samson	Fuyuki	



	188	25	March,	1989	-	Kumagaya,	Saitama	-	TV	-Tom	Zenk,	Dan

Krofatt	and	Doug	Furnas	vs	Genichiro	Tenryu,	Toshiaki

Kawada	and	Samson	Fuyuki	
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	190	27	March,	1989		-	Korakuen	Hall,	Tokyo		-	Tom	Zenk	and

'Dusty	Rhodes,	Jr.,'		vs.	John	Tenta	and	The	Great	Kabuki	



	191	



	192	



	193	29	March,	1989	-	Korakuen	Hall,	Tokyo	-	TV		-		Tom	Zenk,	Dan	Kroffat	and	Doug	Furnas	vs.	Shinichi	Nakano,	Akira	Taue	and

Isao	Takagi	



	194	 16	April,	1989	-	Korakuen	Hall,	Tokyo	-	TV	-	

Tom	Zenk	vs.	Isao	Takagi	



	195	18	April,	1989		-	All-Asian	Tag	Team	Title	-	Ota-Ward,	Ota-Ku,	Tokyo	-	TV	

Tom	Zenk	and	Dan	Kroffat	vs	Footloose	(Toshiaki	Kawada	and	Samson	Fuyuki)
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April	17,	1989															Karasuyama,	Tochigi		(1,450)

Tom	Zenk	and	'Dusty	Rhodes,	Jr.,	def.	Isao	Takagi	and	John	Tenta	with	a	diving	body	press

by	Zenk	on	Takagi	at	14.16.	

		

April	 18,	 1989	 All-Asian	Tag	Team	Title	Ota-Ward,	 Ota-Ku,	Tokyo	 	 (full	 house,

4,200)		TV	

Footloose	(Toshiaki	Kawada	and	Samson	Fuyuki)	over	Tom	Zenk	and	Dan	Kroffat	to	retain

the	All	Japan	All-Asian	Tag	Team	Title,	when	Kawada	pinned	Kroffat	with	a	rolling	crucifix

cradle	at	13.17.	

		

April	19,	1989															Okazaki,	Aichi	(1,850)

Tom	Zenk	and	Doug	Furnas	def.	John	Tenta	and	Kenta	Kobashi	with	a	diving	body	slam	by

Zenk	on	Kobashi	at	13.17.

		

April	20,	1989			 Osaka,	Osaka		(4,300)	TV	

Giant	Baba,	Rusher	Kimura	 and	 John	Tenta	 def.	Tom	Zenk,	Dan	Kroffat	 and	 Joel	Deaton

when	Baba	pinned	Deaton	after	a	boot	to	the	face	at	10.59.



	197	18	April,	1989		-	All-Asian	Tag	Team	Title	-	Ota-Ward,	Ota-Ku,	Tokyo	-	TV	

Tom	Zenk	and	Dan	Kroffat	vs	Footloose	(Toshiaki	Kawada	and	Samson	Fuyuki)
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	213	26	July,	1989	-	training	at	the	Tsurumi	Gym,	Tokyo
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1989

July	1	-	28,		1989
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1989	AJPW	SUMMER	ACTION	SERIES

	July	1	-	28,		1989

The	AJPW	Summer	Action	Series,	1989	featured	Tom	Zenk	and	the	following	US	wrestlers

-	Stan	Hansen,	The	Fantastics	(Tommy	Rogers	and	Bobby	Fulton),	Joe	and	Dean	Malenko,

Jim	 Brunzell,	 Marc	 Laurinaitis	 (aka	 'The	 Terminator')	 and	 Dick	 Beyer	 (aka	 "The

Destroyer").	

The	tour	opened	on	7/1	in	Omiya	before	4,100	fans.	

Nippon	Television	 (owners	of	All	 Japan	Pro	Wrestling)	had	declared	 July	 'Bruiser	Brody

Month'	 and	was	 airing	 90	minutes	 of	 Brody's	 best	matches	 every	Monday	 night	 for	 the

month.	A	second	Bruiser	Brody	Memorial	Night,	including	a	ritual	ceremony,	was	held	on

7/16/89	(Brody	had	died	on	7/17/88)	with	a	card	including	Zenk	and	Brunzell	 in	a	match

against	The	 Fantastics	 (Tommy	Rogers	 and	Bobby	 Fulton).	 The	 Fantastics	 were	making

their	 Japan	 debut.	 The	Malenko	 brothers	 (Joe	 and	Dean)	 had	 a	 "brother	 versus	 brother"

angle	 -	with	 Joe	winning	 the	 PWF	World	 Junior	 title	 to	 set	 up	 a	match	 against	Dean	 in

Sapporo.	Tom	had	been	teamed	with	Jim	Brunzell	while	his	1987	partner,	Marc	Laurinaitis

(aka	'The	Terminator')	was	tagged	with	the	remaining	US	wrestler	"Destroyer"	Dick	Beyer.	

At	the	time,	there	was	considerable	heat	between	AJPW	and	NWA	-	despite	various	efforts

to	sew	up	a	deal	between	the	promotions	to	share	talent.	AJPW	were	pressing	Tom	to	sign	a

contract	 for	 the	upcoming	October	 tour.	 	He,	 in	 turn,	 requested	 a	 long	 term	 contract	 and

commitment	from	AJPW	which	they	seemed	reluctant	to	guarantee.	Meanwhile	NWA	were

willing	to	sign	a	two	year	contract	at	$156,000	per	year.		Tom	advised	AJPW	of	his	NWA

negotiations	and	the	possibility	of	being	unavailable	in	October,	unless	AJPW	matched	the

deal.	In	case	Tom	might	still	be	persuaded	to	sign,	he	was	kept	strong	in	the	AJPW	booking

with	Brunzell	doing	the	jobs.	

Following	 the	 1989	 Summer	 Tour,	 Tom	 signed	 a	 2	 year	 contract	 with	 NWA/WCW.	 He

didn't	 return	 to	 Japan	until	March	1991,	 this	 time	 for	 the	opposition	NJPW/WCW	Tokyo

Dome	Supershow.



	222	



	223	



	224	



	225	



	226	



	227	



	228	



	229	



	230	
MATCH	RESULTS	7/1	-	7/28,	1989

		

July	01,	1989																Omiya,	Saitama		(full	house,	4,100)	TV

Yoshiaki	Yatsu	 and	 The	 Great	 Kabuki	 def.	 Tom	 Zenk	 and	 Jim	 Brunzell	 when	 Brunzell

submitted	to	Yatsu's	Prison	Deathlock	at	12.08.	

		

July	02,	1989																Yamato,	Kanagawa	(1,550)

Tom	Zenk	and	Jim	Brunzell	def.	Yoshiaki	Yatsu	and	Akira	Taue	with	a	backdrop	suplex	by

Brunzell	on	Taue	at	10.58.	

		

July	03,	1989																Takasaki,	Gunma	(2,200)		TV					

Tom	Zenk	def.	Yoshinari	Ogawa	with	a	diving	body	press	at	6.43.	

		

July	07,	1989																Obihiro,	Hokkaido		(2,100)											

Joe	 and	Dean	Malenko	def.	Tom	Zenk	 and	 Jim	Brunzell	when	 Joe	 rolled	 up	Brunzell	 at

14.10	(Japanese	Leg	Roll	Clutch	Hold).	

		

July	08,	1989																Kitami,	Hokkaido		(2,350)

Yoshiaki	Yatsu	and	Akira	Taue	def.	Tom	Zenk	and	Jim	Brunzell	when	Brunzell	submitted	to

Yatsu’s	Prison	Deathlock	at	11.10.	

		

July	09,	1989				 Mombetsu,	Hokkaido	(1,600)

Yoshiaki	 Yatsu	 and	 Shunji	 Takano	 def.	 Tom	 Zenk	 and	 Jim	 Brunzell	 when	 Brunzell

submitted	to	Yatsu’s	Prison	Deathlock	at	10.57.	

July	10,	1989 Sapporo	-	free

		

July	11,	1989																Nakajima,	Sapporo		(full	house,	3,800)		TV			

The	Fantastics	(Tommy	Rogers	and	Bobby	Fulton)	def.	Tom	Zenk	and	Jim	Brunzell	when

Rogers	pinned	Brunzell	with	a	somersault	splash	at	12.58.	

		

July	12,	1989																Kitahiyama,	Hokkaido		(1,700)

John	Tenta	and	Shunji	Takano	def.	Tom	Zenk	and	Jim	Brunzell	with	a	jumping	body	press

by	Tenta	on	Brunzell	at	10.38.	

		

July	13,	1989																Yakumo,	Hokkaido			(1,750)							

Yoshiaki	 Yatsu	 and	 Shunji	 Takano	 def.	 Tom	 Zenk	 and	 Jim	 Brunzell	 when	 Brunzell

submitted	to	Yatsu’s	Prison	Deathlock	at	11.35.
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July	15,	1989																Korakuen	Hall,	Tokyo			(full	house,	2,350)

Tom	Zenk	and	Jim	Brunzell	def.	The	Great	Kabuki	and	Mighty	Inoue	when	Zenk	pinned

Inoue	after	a	slingshot	splash	at	11.21.	

		

July	16,	1989			 								Korakuen	Hall,	Tokyo	(full	house,	2,400)		Bruiser	Brody	Memorial

Night,	 TV	 	The	 Fantastics	 (Fulton	 and	Rogers)	 def.	 Tom	Zenk	 and	 Jim	Brunzell	 	 when

Rogers	pinned	Brunzell	after	a	somersault	splash	at	13.17.	

		

July	18,	1989																Otsu,		Shiga		(2,400)		TV							

Jumbo	Tsuruta	and	Kenta	Kobashi	def.	Tom	Zenk	and	Jim	Brunzell	when	Tsuruta	pinned

Brunzell	with	a	backdrop	suplex	at	16.47.	

		

July	19,	1989																Wakayama,	Wakayama			(full	house,	2,100)					

The	Fantastics	def.	Tom	Zenk	and	Jim	Brunzell	with	a	flying	bodyscissors	on	Brunzell	by

Fulton	at	11.57.

	(L	-	R)	Danny	Kroffat,	Doug	Furnas,	Joel	Deaton,	Tom	Zenk
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July	21,	1989																Daigo,		Kyoto		(full	house,	2,700)

Yoshiaki	 Yatsu	 and	 Shunji	 Takano	 def.	 Tom	 Zenk	 and	 Jim	 Brunzell	 when	 Brunzell

submitted	to	Yatsu’s	Prison	Deathlock	at	11.43.	

		

July	22,	1989																Kanazawa,	Ishikawa		(full	house,	3,600)		TV											

Footloose	(Toshiaki	Kawada	and	Samson	Fuyuki)	def.	Tom	Zenk	and	Jim	Brunzell	when

Kawada	pinned	Brunzell	after	a	missile	dropkick	off	the	top	rope	at	10.50.	

		

July	23,	1989																Mikuni,	Fukui		(full	house,	2,700)						

John	Tenta	def.	Tom	Zenk	with	an	elbow	drop	at	8.03.	

		

July	24,	1989																Hamakita,	Shizuoka			(1,900)			

Yoshiaki	 Yatsu	 and	 Shunji	 Takano	 def.	 Tom	 Zenk	 and	 Jim	 Brunzell	 when	 Brunzell

submitted	to	Yatsu’s	Prison	Deathlock	at	10.00.	

		

July	25,	1989																Shinshiro,	Aichi		(full	house,	1,750)

The	 Fantastics	 (Rogers	 and	 Fulton)	 def.	Tom	Zenk	 and	 Jim	Brunzell	with	 a	 dropkick	 to

Brunzell	by	Rogers	at	12.00.	

		

July	26,	1989																Fujisawa,	Kanagawa	(1,600)

Yoshiaki	 Yatsu	 and	 Shunji	 Takano	 def.	 Tom	 Zenk	 and	 Jim	 Brunzell	 when	 Brunzell

submitted	to	Yatsu’s	Prison	Deathlock	at	6.33.	

		

July	28,	1989																Kiryu,	Gunma		(2,300)			TV				

Shunji	Takano	and	Kenta	Kobashi	def.	Tom	Zenk	and	Jim	Brunzell	when	Kobashi	pinned

Brunzell	with	a	blockbuster	suplex	at	14.31.



	233	1	July,	1989	-		Omiya,	Saitama	-	TV	-		Tom	Zenk	and	Jim

Brunzell	vs.	Yoshiaki	Yatsu	and	The	Great	Kabuki

Right	-	2	July,	1989	-	Yamato,	Kanagawa	-	Tom	Zenk	and	Jim

Brunzell	vs.	Yoshiaki	Yatsu	and	Akira	Taue	



	234	3	July,	1989	-	Takasaki,	Gunma	-	TV			Tom	Zenk	vs.

Yoshinari	Ogawa	



	235	5	July,	1989	-	Korakuen	Hall,	Tokyo	-	Tom	Zenk	and	Jim	Brunzell	vs.	The	Great	Kabuki	and	Mighty	Inoue



	236	7	July,	1989	-	Obihiro,

Hokkaido	-	Tom	Zenk	and	Jim

Brunzell	vs.	Joe	and	Dean

Malenko



	237	11	July,	1989		-	Nakajima,	Sapporo	-	TV	-	Tom	Zenk	and	Jim	Brunzell	vs.	The	Fantastics	(Tommy	Rogers	and	Bobby	Fulton)	



	238	16	July,	1989	-	Korakuen	Hall,	Tokyo	-	Bruiser	Brody	Memorial	Night	-	TV	-	Tom	Zenk	and	Jim	Brunzell	vs.The

Fantastics	(Fulton	and	Rogers)	



	239	16	July,	1989	-	Korakuen	Hall,	Tokyo	-	Bruiser	Brody	Memorial	Night	-	TV	-	Tom	Zenk	and	Jim	Brunzell	vs.The	Fantastics

(Fulton	and	Rogers)	



	240	 28	July,	1989	-	Kiryu,	Gunma	-		TV	-			Tom	Zenk	and	Jim	Brunzell	vs.	Shunji	Takano	and	Kenta	Kobashi	


