1992
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NEW JAPAN - SUPER GRADE TAG LEAGUE 11,
1992

In October 1992, WCW booked Tom to a short tour of Japan partnering Jim Neidhart and
Chris Benoit in the New Japan Super Grade Tag League II.

In Atlanta, the WCW locker room was in open conflict with Bill Watts over cuts to pay and
working conditions. The Steiners were rumored to be leaving for WWF or New Japan.
WCW storylines were in disarray and the card for the upcoming Halloween Havoc bore no
relation to the storylines being pursued on weekly TV. Dustin Rhodes was in the second
year of an undeserved mega-push to the World Championship by his father, WCW booker
Dusty Rhodes. Dustin Rhodes would soon be joined by Bill Watts' son Erik in pushes that
were motivated by family ties rather than talent.

Prior to the 1991 Supercard, Tom’s Japan bookings had been exclusively with Shoehi
Baba's All Japan Pro-Wrestling. In undertaking a second WCW-sponsored tour with Inoki's
rival New Japan Pro-Wrestling, he was concerned both by old loyalties to Baba and the
possible loss of future work with AJPW. "I didn’t want to work with New Japan. That was
part of my original deal with [WCW CEO] Jim Herd. I was loyal to Baba. I made it clear
to WCW I wouldn’t do New Japan." His concerns were only partially alleviated by NJPW’s
decision to bill him as "Z-Man" (he was better known to AJPW fans as "Tom Zenk").

In the Tournament itself, Vader and Tatsumi Fujinami had been scheduled to defend their
1991 championship. However, Vader pulled out after a knee operation. In his place
Fujinami was partnered by Manobu Nakanishi. Nakanishi, at 220 pounds, had represented
Japan in freestyle wrestling at the 1992 Barcelona Olympics (finishing in 11th place) and
was being trained by New Japan as a superstar for the late 1990s. "They wanted me to put
a kid over, just new from the Olympics. It would damage me for AJPW. I already had a few
problems with Baba after I gave short notice in 1989 when I went to WCW. So I faked an
injury. They gave me a back suplex and I just lay there."

Jushin Liger had also been scheduled to participate but withdrew following a family
emergency. Dean Malenko had recently defected from AJPW and was debuting for New
Japan in the tournament. Neither Neidhart, Benoit nor Malenko was looking forward to
putting Nakanishi over.

Tom and Jim Neidhart were booked to finish last in the series. They made the most of it,



playing heels and putting Bam Bam Bigelow over as a face. In all matches Tom or Chris
Benoit were booked to do the job, submitting to various finishes including Bigelow and
Super Machine's diving head butts, Masa Chono' s Step-over Toe-hold Face-lock (STF),
Hiroshi Hase's Northern Lights Suplex, Nakanishi's belly-to-belly suplex and Hashimoto's
Leg Lariat.
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VISA APPLICATION FORM TO ENTER JAPAN

) Zenk \
Name in full
(Surname)
- - Tom Crw wr
(Given and middle name)

Different name used, if any Z-Man

Sex M Marital status married single X
Nationality or citizenship U.S.A.
Former nationality, if any
Date and place of birth 30 Nov. 58 : - Minnesota U.S.A. B

(Day) (Month) (Year) (City) (Province) (Country)

Criminal record, if any ~none

Home address

Profession or occupation Professional Wrestler

Yy G647

Name and address of firm or organization to which applicant belongsWor1d Championship Wrestling Inc.
One CNN Center Box 105366 Atlanta Ga. 30348 Te.404 827-2066

Post or rank held at present

Principal former positions

Passport (Refugee or stateless should note the title of Travel Document)
No. ___ Diplomatic, Official, Ordinary Issued st Montreal on_ Oct. 31, 1986
Issuing authority Passport Agency valid until 30 Oct. 1996

Purpose of journey to Japan Professional wrestling

Length of stay in Japan intended two weeks
Route of present journey : Name of ship or airline Delta Airline
Port of entry into Japan Narita B Probable date of entry Oct. 7. 1992

Address of hotels or names and addresses of persons with whom applicant intends to stay

— Keio Plaza hotel  Shinjuku, Tokyo

Dates and duration of previous stays in Japan

Guarantor or reference in Japan : Name__N€W Japan Pro-Wrestling Co.Ltd.

Address4-10,6-chome,Roppongi,Minato-ku,Tok Te(. 405-
Relationship to applicant Promoter
Persons accompanying applicant Name Relationship Birthdate

and included in his passport

| hereby declare that the statement given above is true and correct. Also, | understand that immigration status and period/of stay

to be granted are decided by the Japanese immigration authorities upon my arrival,
Date of application f‘//f/;z_ ‘ %
| S

Signature of applicant

(FORM No. 1-C)



TO THE WRESTLERS

You are going to make your wrestling matches as per the itinerary shown in
the attachment. At your hotel, you are requested to pay., when you check
out the hotel. all such charges as those of your own phone calls, meals or
drinks, if any except the room charges.

Your leaving day from Japan will be the day after the end of the WRESTLING
TOUR.

When if you want to make a training of yourself while you stay in the Keio
Plaza Hotel. Tokyo. you may contact at the lobby manager desk which will
provide you with ticket for using our training house, "SPORTS KAIKAN™.

(You are requested to pay ¥721- for admission at "SPORTS KAIKAN™)

It may take 15 minutes by a taxi-cab from the Keio Plaza Hotel. An outline
map for you to go to the training house is on the ticket which you may show
to the cah driver.

Please bear in mind that you dress up in a decent look particularly when
you move from one place of wrestling matches to another or when you are in
the town.

Please do not accept any interviews directly of press men or magazine
reporters. They are to apply to our company first for interviews with you
pro-wrestlers when wanted, and then we contact you for materializing such
interviews.

The day you leave Jlapan for home is to be the next day of your last fight.
when our company's bus would take vou to the airport.

Since this bus service is available once a day only, be sure not to miss it.
lts leaving time from the Hotel has not been fixed vet; and it is of course
possible, too, that you take a taxi-cab instead at your own expense if you
find the bus leave either too early or too late for you.

Furthermore. a commercial bus service from the hotel is available, tooi and
you may check its leaving time table at the Hotel by vourself.

The air ticket you have. has a flight reservation for going back home.

If you wish to make a change on vour flight back home you may ask for such
service at the airliner’s counter in the Hotel lobby. However, additional
charges for any change of route you might prefer other than what we have
booked would not be of our account which please bear in mind.

NEW JAPAN PRO-WRESTLING CO..LTD.



LETTER OF GUARANTEE
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
The NEW JAPAN PRO-WRESTLING CO.,LTD., hereinafter call "NEW JAPAN", in behalf

of Tom Zenk hereinafter call "THE WRESTLER" ,hereby
state and guarantee a following:

1. NEW JAPAN shall provide for the general welfare of THE WRESTLER during his
tenure in Japan.

2. NEW JAPAN shall provide medical and hospitalization care for THE WRESTLER
when needed.

3. NEW JAPAN shall assure that the activities of THE WRESTLER will, at all
times, be in the best interest of the laws and regulations of the country.
Further that THE WRESTLER shall conduct himself within the boundries of th
ese laws and regulations.

4. NEW JAPAN will assure the departure from Japan by THE WRESTLER upon the
expiration of his visa.

5. NEW JAPAN will guarantee the round trip transportation ticket to and from
Japan.

Dactes 9/9/1992

NEW JAPAN PRO-WRESTLING CO.,LTD.

Seiji Sakaguchi, President



TO ALL WRESTLERS CONCERNED

It is strictly prohibited in Japan by the following

ordinance that any person takes stimulant drugs and/or

narcotics into Japan or to use them in Japan:

* REGULATION OF A STIMULANT (CLAUSE 14)

* REGULATION OF A NARCOTIC (CLAUSE 28)

Please be sure therefore that, when you visit Japan,

you are requested to bear these regulations in your

mind all the time.

NEW JAPAN PRO-WRESTLING CO.,LTD.

Toheasbl Lok

Dr.Takashi Fuke
Ring Doctor

Y a4 /
k2 ’

Seiji Sakaguchi President
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% SUPER GRADE TAG LEAGUE I x

[ SCHEDULE ]

No. 1
DATE / PLACE TRANSPORTATION HOTEL
OCTOBER 7, 1992.(WED) KEID PLAZA HOTEL
TEL:03-3344-0111
FAX:03-3345-8269
OCTOBER 8, 1992.(THU) *PICK UP BY BUS KEIO PLAZA HOTEL
6:30pm
TEL:03-3344-0111
YOKOSUKA-CITY GYMNASIUM FAX:03-3315-8269
OCTOBER 9. 1992.(FRI) *PICK UP BY BUS 1 1DA HOTEL OHHASHI
6:30pm
TEL:0265-22-5184
MATSUMOTO-CITY  GYMNASIUM FAX:0265-22-5178
OCTOBER 10. 1992.(SAT) *PICK UP BY BUS 1 1DA HOTEL OHHASHI
6:30pm
TEL:0265-22-5181
KOMAGANE-CITY GYMNASIUM FAX:0265-22-5178
OCTOBER 11, 1992.(SUN) *PICK UP BY BUS NEW HANKYL HOTEL
3:00pm (AFTER MATCH, GO TO 0SAKA)
TEL:06-372-5101
AGD ARENA FAX:06-374-6885
OCTOBER 12, 1992.(MON) NEW HANRYU HOTEL
OFF TEL:06-372-5101
FAX:06-374-6885
OCTOBER 13, 1992.(TUE) *PICK UP BY BUS NEW HANKYU HOTEL
6:30pm
TEL:06-372-5101
HIGASHI OSAKA GYMNASIUM FAX:06-371-6885
OCTOBER 14. 1992.(VWED) *PICK UP BY BUS. GARDEN HOTEL KANAZAWA
6:30pm
I1SHIKAWA-KEN . TEL:0762-63-3333
SANGYOU TENJIKAN FAX:0762-63-7761
OCTOBER 15, 1992.(THU) *PICK UP BY BUS. HOTEL OKUUCH!I
6:30pm
TEL:0792-22-5000
HIMEJI-CITY KOUSEI GYMNASIUM FAX:0792-85-0306
OCTOBER 16. 1992.(FRI) *PICK UP BY BUS. NAGOYA MIYARO HOTEL
6:30pm
TEL:052-571-3211
YOKKAICHI-CITY GYMNASIUM FAX:052-571-3242
NEW JAPAN PRO-WRESTLING CO.,LTD.
6-4-10 ROPPONGI,MINATO-KU,
TOKYO. T106
TEL:03-3405-3111
FAX:03-3405-6200




% SUPER GRADE TAG LEAGUE T %

{ SCHEDULE 1]

N

DATE / PLACE

TRANSPORTATION

HOTEL

OCTOBER 17, 1992.(SAT)
6:30pm

KASUGAI-CITY GYMNASIUM

+PICK UP BY BUS
(AFTER MATCH, RETURN TO TOKYO)

KEIO PLAZA HOTEL

TEL:03-3344-0111
FAX:03-3345-8269

OCTOBER 18, 1992.(SUN)
3:C0pm

MAKUHARI MESSE EVENT HALL

*PICK UP BY BUS

KEI0 PLAZA HOTEL

TEL:03-3344-0111
FAX:03-3345-8269

DCTOBER 19. 1992.(MON)
OFF

KE1D PLAZA HOTEL

TEL:03-3344-0111
FAX:03-3345-8269

OCTOBER 20. 1992.(TUE)
OFF

KEIO PLAZA HOTEL

TEL:03-3334-0111
FAX:03-3345-8269

OCTOBER 21, 1992.(WED)
6:30pm

HAMAMATSU ARENA av)

+PICK UP BY BUS.

KEI0 PLAZA HOTEL

TEL:03-3344-0111
FAX:03-3315-8269

TEL:
FAX:

TEL:
FAX:

TEL:
FAX:

TEL:
FAX:

TEL:
FAX:

NEW

JAPAN PRO-WRES
6-4-10 ROPPON

T
G

L
[

ING CO.,
s, MINATO-
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MATCH RESULTS 10/8 - 10/21/1992

October 08, 1992 Yokosuka, Kanagawa (2,500) - Scott Norton and Super Strong
Machine def. Tom Zenk and Jim Neidhart when Machine pinned Zenk after a diving headbutt
at 11.13.

October 09, 1992 Matsumoto, Nagano (3,630) - Hiroshi Hase and Kensuke Sasaki def.
Tom Zenk (billed as Z-Man) and Jim Neidhart when Hase pinned Zenk with a Northern
Lights Suplex at 14.14.

October 10, 1992 Komagane, Nagano (1,850) - Riki Choshu and Shinya Hashimoto
def. Tom Zenk and Jim Neidhart when Hashimoto pinned Zenk after a Leg Lariat at 8.09.

October 11, 1992 Shima, Mie - Tatsumi Fujinami, Keiji Muto and Masa Saito def.
Tony Halme, Tom Zenk and Jim Neidhart

October 13, 1992 Higashi, Osaka - Riki Choshu, Masa Saito and Takayuki lizuka def.
Tom Zenk, Jim Neidhart and Pegasus Kid (Chris Benoit) when Choshu pinned Kid with a
Riki-Lariat at 9.44.

October 14, 1992 Kanazawa, Ishikawa - Masahiro Chono and Tony Halme def. Tom
Zenk and Jim Neidhart when Zenk submitted to Chono’s stepover toehold facelock (STF) at
8.53.

October 15, 1992 Himeji, Hyogo - Tatsumi Fujinami and Manabu Nakanishi def. Tom
Zenk and Jim Neidhart when Nakanishi pinned Zenk with a belly-to-belly suplex at 6.45.

October 16, 1992 Yokkaichi, Mie (4,250) - Tatsumi Fujinami, Osamu Kido and
Manabu Nakanishi def. Jim Neidhart, Tom Zenk and Masanobu Kurisu when Fujinami made
Kurisu submit to the Dragon Sleeper at 10.46.

October 17, 1992 Kasugai, Aichi (2,860) - Bam Bam Bigelow and Keiji Muto def.
Tom Zenk and Jim Neidhart when Bigelow pinned Zenk at 11.50.

October 18, 1992 Makubhari, Chiba (6,700) - Bam Bam Bigelow and Super Strong
Machine def. Tom Zenk and Jim Neidhart when Bigelow pinned Zenk after a diving headbutt
at 11.00.

October 21, 1992 Hamamatsu Arena, Shizuoka (4,500). TV - Super Strong Machine,
Tatsutoshi Goto and Hiro Saito def. Tom Zenk, Tony Halme and Pegasus Kid (Chris Benoit)
when Machine pinned Zenk with a diving headbutt at 11.32.
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