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NEW	JAPAN	-	SUPER	GRADE	TAG	LEAGUE	II,

1992

In	October	1992,	WCW	booked	Tom	to	a	short	tour	of	Japan	partnering	Jim	Neidhart	and

Chris	Benoit	in	the	New	Japan	Super	Grade	Tag	League	II.	

In	Atlanta,	the	WCW	locker	room	was	in	open	conflict	with	Bill	Watts	over	cuts	to	pay	and

working	 conditions.	 The	 Steiners	 were	 rumored	 to	 be	 leaving	 for	WWF	 or	 New	 Japan.

WCW	storylines	were	in	disarray	and	the	card	for	the	upcoming	Halloween	Havoc	bore	no

relation	 to	 the	 storylines	being	pursued	on	weekly	TV.	Dustin	Rhodes	was	 in	 the	 second

year	of	an	undeserved	mega-push	to	the	World	Championship	by	his	father,	WCW	booker

Dusty	Rhodes.		Dustin	Rhodes	would	soon	be	joined	by	Bill	Watts'	son	Erik	in	pushes	that

were	motivated	by	family	ties	rather	than	talent.	

Prior	 to	 the	 1991	 Supercard,	 	 Tom’s	 Japan	 bookings	 had	 been	 exclusively	 with	 Shoehi

Baba's	All	Japan	Pro-Wrestling.	In	undertaking	a	second	WCW-sponsored	tour	with	Inoki's

rival	New	 Japan	Pro-Wrestling,	 he	was	 concerned	 both	 by	 old	 loyalties	 to	Baba	 and	 the

possible	loss	of	future	work	with	AJPW.	"I	didn’t	want	to	work	with	New	Japan.	That	was

part	of	my	original	deal	with	[WCW	CEO]	Jim	Herd.	I	was	loyal	to	Baba.		I	made	it	clear

to	WCW	I	wouldn’t	do	New	Japan."	His	concerns	were	only	partially	alleviated	by	NJPW’s

decision	to	bill	him	as	"Z-Man"	(he	was	better	known	to	AJPW	fans	as	"Tom	Zenk").	

In	 the	Tournament	 itself,	Vader	and	Tatsumi	Fujinami	had	been	scheduled	 to	defend	 their

1991	 championship.	 However,	 Vader	 pulled	 out	 after	 a	 knee	 operation.	 In	 his	 place

Fujinami	was	partnered	by	Manobu	Nakanishi.	Nakanishi,	at	220	pounds,	had	represented

Japan	in	freestyle	wrestling	at	 the	1992	Barcelona	Olympics	(finishing	in	11th	place)	and

was	being	trained	by	New	Japan	as	a	superstar	for	the	late	1990s.		"They	wanted	me	to	put

a	kid	over,	just	new	from	the	Olympics.	It	would	damage	me	for	AJPW.	I	already	had	a	few

problems	with	Baba	after	I	gave	short	notice	in	1989	when	I	went	to	WCW.	So	I	faked	an

injury.	They	gave	me	a	back	suplex	and	I	just	lay	there."

Jushin	 Liger	 had	 also	 been	 scheduled	 to	 participate	 but	 withdrew	 following	 a	 family

emergency.	Dean	Malenko	had	 recently	 defected	 from	AJPW	and	was	 debuting	 for	New

Japan	 in	 the	 tournament.	 	Neither	Neidhart,	Benoit	 nor	Malenko	was	 looking	 forward	 to

putting	Nakanishi	over.			

Tom	and	Jim	Neidhart	were	booked	to	finish	last	in	the	series.		They	made	the	most	of	it,
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playing	heels	and	putting	Bam	Bam	Bigelow	over	as	a	face.	In	all	matches	Tom	or	Chris

Benoit	were	 booked	 to	 do	 the	 job,	 submitting	 to	 various	 finishes	 including	Bigelow	 and

Super	Machine's	 diving	 head	 butts,	Masa	Chono'	 s	 Step-over	Toe-hold	 Face-lock	 (STF),

Hiroshi	Hase's	Northern	Lights	Suplex,	Nakanishi's	belly-to-belly	suplex	and	Hashimoto's

Leg	Lariat.



	262	



	263	



	264	



	265	



	266	



	267	



	268	



	269	



	270	



	271	
MATCH	RESULTS	10/8	-	10/21/1992

		

October	 08,	 1992 Yokosuka,	 Kanagawa	 (2,500)	 	 -	 Scott	 Norton	 and	 Super	 Strong

Machine	def.	Tom	Zenk	and	Jim	Neidhart	when	Machine	pinned	Zenk	after	a	diving	headbutt

at	11.13.						

		

October	09,	1992 Matsumoto,	Nagano	(3,630)		-	Hiroshi	Hase	and	Kensuke	Sasaki	def.

Tom	 Zenk	 (billed	 as	 Z-Man)	 and	 Jim	 Neidhart	 when	 Hase	 pinned	 Zenk	 with	 a	 Northern

Lights	Suplex	at	14.14.							

		

October	 10,	 1992 Komagane,	Nagano	 (1,850)	 -	 Riki	Choshu	 and	 Shinya	Hashimoto

def.	Tom	Zenk	and	Jim	Neidhart	when	Hashimoto	pinned	Zenk	after	a	Leg	Lariat	at	8.09.							

October	 11,	 1992 Shima,	Mie	 -	 	Tatsumi	 Fujinami,	Keiji	Muto	 and	Masa	 Saito	 def.

Tony	Halme,	Tom	Zenk	and	Jim	Neidhart							

October	13,	1992 Higashi,	Osaka		-	Riki	Choshu,	Masa	Saito	and	Takayuki	Iizuka	def.

Tom	Zenk,	 Jim	Neidhart	 and	Pegasus	Kid	 (Chris	Benoit)	when	Choshu	pinned	Kid	with	 a

Riki-Lariat	at	9.44.					

		

October	14,	1992 Kanazawa,	Ishikawa		-	Masahiro	Chono	and	Tony	Halme	def.	Tom

Zenk	and	Jim	Neidhart	when	Zenk	submitted	to	Chono’s	stepover	toehold	facelock	(STF)	at

8.53.	

		

October	15,	1992 Himeji,	Hyogo		-	Tatsumi	Fujinami	and	Manabu	Nakanishi	def.	Tom

Zenk	and	Jim	Neidhart	when	Nakanishi	pinned	Zenk	with	a	belly-to-belly	suplex	at	6.45.

		

October	 16,	 1992 Yokkaichi,	 Mie	 (4,250)	 	 -	 Tatsumi	 Fujinami,	 Osamu	 Kido	 and

Manabu	Nakanishi	def.	Jim	Neidhart,	Tom	Zenk	and	Masanobu	Kurisu		when	Fujinami	made

Kurisu	submit	to	the	Dragon	Sleeper	at	10.46.											

		

October	 17,	 1992 Kasugai,	Aichi	 (2,860)	 	 -	Bam	Bam	Bigelow	 and	Keiji	Muto	 def.

Tom	Zenk	and	Jim	Neidhart	when	Bigelow	pinned	Zenk	at	11.50.	

		

October	 18,	 1992 Makuhari,	 Chiba	 (6,700)	 	 -	 Bam	Bam	Bigelow	 and	 Super	 Strong

Machine	def.	Tom	Zenk	and	Jim	Neidhart	when	Bigelow	pinned	Zenk	after	a	diving	headbutt

at	11.00.										

		

October	21,	1992 Hamamatsu	Arena,	Shizuoka	(4,500).	TV		-	Super	Strong	Machine,

Tatsutoshi	Goto	and	Hiro	Saito	def.	Tom	Zenk,	Tony	Halme	and	Pegasus	Kid	(Chris	Benoit)

when	Machine	pinned	Zenk	with	a	diving	headbutt	at	11.32.


